
Ramirez and Ms. Molly Matlock of
the Chatham County Arts Council, a
bi-lingual theater workshop on
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet took
place in November in two Siler City
schools.  In addition to its theater
objective, this workshop sought to
reinforce students’ learning of both
English and Spanish and to analyze
the play’s history and subject matter.
Plans for a final production of the
play included featuring four Latino
youths alongside music and other
details drawn from Mexican culture.
Romeo and Juliette was performed
entirely in Spanish “The workshop

was a complete success,” said Ms.
Matlock, who can be contacted for
more information in the Chatham
Arts Council.  

Also, Raleigh’s Burning Coal the-
ater company and Sanford’s Temple
Theatre will show this February 12-22,
also entirely in Spanish, Juan
Mayorga’s Camino del Cielo. (English-
language performances of Way to
Heaven will take place in January.)
Mayorga is a Spaniard and the play’s
title comes from a German euphemism
used by the Nazis to refer to the access
ramp that sent Jews to their extermina-
tion in gas chambers.  For audiences
seeking a mature play and willing to
experiment with good theater—totally
in Spanish — it sounds fantastic.
Jerome Davis, Burning Coal’s artistic

director, hopes this production will
make a contribution “to strengthening
the cultural bridge” across audiences.
He believes that North Carolina the-
ater can only improve with well-
trained and fully fluent, multilingual
actors.  For more information about
Burning Coal, including their educa-
tional programs, visit their website:
www.burningcoal.org.

To answer our earlier question,
while some theater projects focus on
Hispanics as a social issue in need of
attention; ambitious works-in-
progress expand this thematic terrain.
Hopefully, Chatham will be seeing
more artistic productions that cre-
atively draw on the county’s rich cul-
tural diversity.

Luis and Nora are Chatham residents.
Luis is a translator with interests in
theater and writing. Nora teaches the
anthropology of Mexico at NCSU.
Email: wordxchange@yahoo.com
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At Progress Energy, we’re as connected to the people of our 

communities as we are to the homes and businesses we 

serve. That’s why we constantly work to support and sustain

our area through outreach projects, educational grants, 

environmental stewardship and economic development. In 

short, electricity is just the beginning of the energy we bring 

to the community. Learn more at progress-energy.com.

THEATER
continued from page 12.

Why settle for less than happiness?

Manage stress and enjoy life!

Betty W. Phillips
PhD, Psychologist

Counseling and 
Life Coaching

Forest Garden Office, Chatham County

(919) 967-1860

www.BettyPhillipsPsychology.com

expanded local 

hours!

Greatcoffee!
GreatFood!

222 E Raleigh St. Siler City
919-663-3266

Mon: 7am–3:30 pm, Tu–Th: 7 am–7 pm,
Fri: 7 am–10 pm, Sat: 9 am–1pm, Sun: 11 am–2 pm

Sunday
Country
Dinner

6, 7, 13, and 14 December 2008

Let the Door Doctor

Fix Your
New Installs

Replacements 
Repairs

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

The

Doors and Hardware Specialist

In February, Raleigh’s Burning Coal
Theater Company and Sanford’s Temple

Theatre will show Juan Mayorga’s
Camino del Cielo entirely in Spanish.


