
If asked what resources contributed
to the growth and development of
Chatham County over the years one
might be inclined to think of physical
things such as timber, agricultural prod-
ucts, the power of its waterways, or
perhaps the coming of the railroads.

Based on my contacts and observa-
tions over the past fifteen years I am
firmly convinced that Chatham’s great-
est asset has been its independent,

dedicated, and hard-working people.
The earliest arrivals in the area now

comprising Chatham were mainly from
five groups: those of English descent
who moved from the coastal areas; the
Scots-Highlanders; the Scots-Irish; the
Germans; and enslaved African-
Americans.

Those in the first four groups
migrated here to escape economic,
political and climate related hardships
and abusive domination by others.
The African-Americans did not come
by choice but sometimes used their
talents to become skilled craftsmen,
mechanics and builders in spite of a
lack of freedom. Some through persist-
ence even taught themselves to read

when it was illegal.
All five groups

brought a desire for
independence, self-
determination, and
improvement, along
with varying talents,
which helped to
shape the economic
and social climate of
our county.

In 1984, Mr. Bud
Griffen of the Siler
City Chamber of
Commerce described
Chathamites as “fair,
industrious and reli-
gious, and they
believe in giving a
good day’s work for
a good day’s pay.” They were also com-
mitted over the long term. Back in
1978 the Hadley-Peoples
Manufacturing Company retired Mr.
Henry Light who had worked in that
textile mill’s card room for 70 years.

A couple of years ago I was privi-
leged to attend the 90th birthday party
of J. Edward Booth, a Chatham native.
In addition to his Olde Mill Farm, he
owns a good deal of land and houses in
the county, even after having some
taken for Jordan Lake. Mr. Booth 

graciously agreed to
set up a date for an
oral history interview,
but asked me to call
before 7 a.m. or after
7 p.m. when he
wouldn’t be out work-
ing in his sawmill.

As a boy, Mr.
Booth was obliged to
drop out of high
school for several
years to work for his
father, but returned to
school because he
wanted his diploma.
It was a positive expe-
rience because being
older he got to drive
the school bus and

also met his wife. Over the years Mr.
Booth worked hard to acquire equip-
ment and property with his earnings.
He only borrowed funds once and felt
so uneasy that he could not wait to pay
the loan back.

A vivid description of Chatham life
in the early and mid-twentieth century
was given to me by Wilson Poe, who
died several years ago at the age of 93. I
first met him while sitting on the front
porch of Reno Sharp’s store on the
Pittsboro-Goldston Road, and was later
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Our Neighborhood School and Pizzeria
87 Thompson Street, Pittsboro

919-545-0900 � 919-545-0920 School/Fax � 919-601-6718 Cell
www.ourneighborhoodschool.com • donna@ourneighborhoodschool.com

Ask us how you can afford
private tuition for your child or
grandchild.

Accepting �udents in grades
3-8 for 2008-2009 and �udents
in grades 3–9 for 2009–2010.

A school that under�ands
diversity in learning… a school
that combines life experiences
with academics

It’s a School! It’s a Pizzeria!
Fresh pa�a and all sauces 
made to order
All tomato produ�s imported
from Italy
Pizza dough hand-tossed 
and made fresh daily
Many local ingredients
100% of pizzeria proceeds fund
the school to make tuition
affordable
Check us out!

Holiday Dinners and  
Parties Start at Cliff ’s

CLIFF’S MEAT MARKET
100 W. Main Street, Carrboro

Call in your orders: 942-2196

We have the best and freshest prime rib, shrimp, beef tenderloin,
country ham, crabmeat and wine by the case or bottle.

Sunday School at 9:15 
Sunday Worship at 10:30

A new church community 
       where everyone is welcome

North Chatham School
3380 Lystra Road (near Jack Bennett 
Road intersection), Chapel Hill
919-960-0616   •   www.citppc.org

Full service jeweler since 1985 • Four jewelers on site for custom and repairs
Graduate gemologist for appraisals • Buy and sell estate jewelry

79 South Elliott Road, Chapel Hill • 919-929-2580 • grimballjewelers.com

Twinkle, Twinkle
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for your shining star

Chatham’s
Historical
Heritage

by Fred J. Vatter
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curves.com

[ ]OVER 10,000
LOCATIONS WORLD-

WIDE.

Curves works for
a healthier new you.
Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group
two muscles at a time, so you can burn up to 500 calories
and there’s always a trainer to teach and motivate.

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d./e.f.t program. Service fee paid at time of
enrollment. No monthly dues paid through January 31, 2009. New members only. Not valid with any
other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 12/21/08. ©2008 Curves International, Inc.

919 928-8560
143 Chatham Downs Drive

Suite 302
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

PITTSBORO
TREK EXPRESS

•• RDUU SERVICE

•• PRIVATEE TOURR TRIPS

(919)542-1958 OR 545-6002
PittsboroTrekExpress.com

Chatham County’s unsung resource

The county has a proud history of
hard working citizenry, despite

tough economic barriers. 
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