
invited to his house.
As a young man, Mr.

Poe and his brother used to
cut down oak trees and
fashion railroad ties which
they sold for 25 cents. For
a time the two brothers
tried working in the coal
mines on the Deep River.
Mr. Poe said it was back-
breaking work because the
coal seams were only four
feet high in cramped tun-
nels, which resulted in
swinging a pick from a hor-
izontal position, so they
went back to cutting rail-
road ties. Later Wilson Poe
worked in a textile mill and
advanced to become the
repair and maintenance man for the
company housing. Eventually he
bought a house and land “around the
time the big war ended” which proba-
bly meant 1945.

Willingness to help one another
with what meager means they had was
demonstrated by the Poe family’s
neighbors after their home suffered a
fire. The family was promptly given a

place to stay and received
furniture and clothes.

About 15 years ago I per-
sonally experienced the gen-
erous concern of a complete
stranger. Stopping to use an
ATM machine at the Cole
Park Shopping Center one
Sunday morning, I received
my money but a power fail-
ure stopped the machine
before it completed a receipt
or returned my card.

A local man in big over-
alls arrived to draw cash,
hesitated when I told him
what happened, but need-
ing cash, he decided to insert
his card. He received his
cash, card and receipt, and

explained that I could get my ATM

card back at the local bank branch the
next day. When I mentioned that we
were on the way to our daughter’s
wedding in New York State, he mis-
takenly believed that I had not
received my money and needed it for
the wedding. The man immediately
offered to draw funds from his
account and lend it to us. Another
man also in overalls, overheard the
conversation and offered to draw from
his account if we needed more. This
act of kindness and trust extended to
me, a complete stranger, obviously
“not from around here” made me
realize that we had indeed moved to
the right place.

Fred J. Vatter is Past President of
Chatham County Historical
Association and a Board Member.
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212 West Main Street � Carrboro
(919) 942-4048

� Featuring a large selection of 
traditional and contemporary crafts

from across the state. Pottery, blown
glass, wood turnings, jewelry 

and more. �
Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm

and Sundays 1 to 4pm
www.nccraftsgallery.com

Bathroom Safe?
Grab-bar 

Installation

Custom Handrails
and Banisters

Wheelchair Ramps
by American Ramps

Tom Osborne
919.967.7355

tosbornester@gmail.com

ASHEBORO
TIE YARDS, INC.

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Shredded Hardwood Mulch • Pine Bark 

Pine Straw • Top Soil • White Pea Gravel 
Brick Nuggets • Railroad Ties • Sand

NOW STOCKING SEASONED FIREWOOD

WE DELIVER!
205 Hanner Town Rd. • BEAR CREEK

(2 miles south of Bonlee on Old 421)

(919) 837-2822

“Cross Tie Dealers Since 1948”

Come by  for a tour
or contact

Elliott
Armstrong,

Director of
Marketing

Direct line to
Admissions

919.302.7862

72 Chatham
Business Park Dr.,

Pittsboro, NC
27312

919.542.6677

Creating a legacy
by exceeding the needs

and expectations of those we serve, 

while embracing the Laurel Way

We are a team of professionals dedicated

to promoting the highest level of independence

and quality of life for our guest creating a

comfortable living environment and providing

comprehensive healthcare services. 

www.laurelsofchatham.com

TO ACCOMPLISH THIS, WE PROVIDE:
• Climate controlled 

private rooms

• TV, phone, cable, and
in-room internet access

• Private bathroom

• Barber and Beauty shop

• Restorative and fine 
dining programs

• Weekly physician services

• Skilled nursing care 24
hours a day

• Admissions 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week

• Daily recreational services

• Physical, occupational
and speech provided by
our in-house therapy
staff.

• Specialized Care 
Programs:

1.  IV Therapy

2.  Wound care

3.  Tracheotomy care

4.  Tube feeding

• Outpatient therapy

If you are interested 

or want more information, please call 

Sheila Pendergrass at the CDL

(919) 966-4646

Does Your
Child have
Attention 
and/or
Reading
Problems?

The UNC Center for Development and Learning

(CDL) is recruiting students (10-16 years old) who

have one or two types of developmental problems

affecting their learning:

• Attention/hyperactivity/distractibility problems

(Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder – ADHD)

• And/or reading problems (Dyslexia)

These are common problems which cause students to

struggle with learning in school.

For this trial, doctors are studying an approved

medication, in an investigational use, for children who

have the symptoms of attention deficit/hyperactivity

disorder with dyslexia or dyslexia alone.

Your child may qualify for study-related evaluations

and study medication at no cost.

Mr. Hubbard, a retired tenant farmer near Farrington. The photo
was taken as part of a Farm Security Administration project.

PHOTO BY  JACK DELANO, MAY 1940


