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The universal

By Jeff Davidson

Community-wide throughout
Chatham County, it is within our
capability to embrace diversity, even
overcoming anthropological impedi-
ments to do so.

| was watching television in a
Washington DC hotel room the
night before | was to give a
speech. There was a feature
on about a local animal shel-
ter and the various prefer-
ences among potential dog
adopters. It turns out that light-col-
ored and multi-colored dogs are popu-
lar, but the darker the dog, the longer
it stays in the shelter. When it comes
to pets, black dogs are least popular
and have the hardest time attracting
an owner.

All of the sociological and human
behavior books, journals, and articles
I’d ever read leapt forward in my
memory. If the animal shelter feature
showed that black is least desirable
among people selecting the color of
their pet, what are the ramifications
for a dark skinned person in this
world? Are they born to a life of
inherent bias, even when people are
trying their best to be unprejudiced?

Is it human nature to be attracted
to light and be repelled by dark?
Light, white, and fair-skin are tradi-
tionally equated with sunshine, good-
ness, and safety. Black, dark, or deep
brown are associated with the
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Give yourself a life
transforming experience

Be inspired by teachings
of universal truth

Be welcomed by our
open-minded community
on your spiritual journey

Jomus

next Sunday, 10:30 am
at Triangle Training Center

1654 Hamlet Chapel Road,
Pittsboro

west of Highway 15-501, just
north of the Haw River.

www.unityofnc.org
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fate of

unknown, the unseen, risk, or danger.
This is a primarily subconscious pair-
ing which has persisted in the human
psyche for thousands of years. In one
of his more memorable, humorous
observations, comedian Chris Rock
quips,

“There’s not one white guy here
who would trade places with me —
and I'm RICH!!”

If it truly is human nature to be
attracted to light and to avoid dark,
will decades more of benevolent
attempts at social engineering change
us? Have we not already made dra-
matic strides in overcoming 15,000 to
25,000 year-old predispositions?

Astronomically, chemically, and
biologically, diversity is the fate of
species everywhere, not simply on
earth. If and when life is discovered
on distant planets, the variation in
human appearance will more than

species

likely be mirrored by wide variation in
whatever species populate those celes-

tial bodies.

It is our task and ongoing chal-
lenge to rise above physiological dif-
ferences and even the resulting psy-

cho-physiological variations in human

behavior, outlook, and disposition.
Individually and collectively,
we have the ability.

Jeff Davidson is “The Work-Life
Balance Expert” offering keynote
speeches to corporate and association
audiences. He wrote “Breathing
Space,” the “60 Second Innovator,”
and the “Joy of Simple Living.” Visit
www.Work-LifeBalance.net for more
information.

A new church community
where everyone is welcome
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Presbyterian Church (USA)

Sunday School at 9:15
Sunday Worship at 10:30
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8 3380 Lystra Road (near Jack Bennett
3
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£ Road intersection), Chapel Hill

24y North Chatham School
Y 919-960-0616 © www.citppe.org

LEARNING THAT CHANGES LIVES

Did you know... one of the nation’s leading massage schools is
right here in Chatham County! At its beautiful campus, BTI offers:

One-day Introductory Massage Workshop = Massage Therapy
Diploma Program = Continuing Education for Professionals =
Spirit of Learning® Teacher Training Program

300 Southwind Road, Siler City NC 27344
888-500-4500 (TOLL FREE) | www.massage.net

* Full Auto Repair

¢ Air Conditioning Service
¢ Tires, and More...

96 SAM JONES RD.

M chatham Auto Care

* North Carolina Inspection Center

CHAPEL HILL, NC 27517

4 miles from Cole Park Plaza, 2 1/2 miles down Lystra

@ Inc

919-967-9516 fax
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MON-FRI 8am—-6pm

919-967-9515 office
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a#ie « Carvings

' 919.545.9296

¥% SHOP ONLINE! www.french-nc.com

Authentic French
‘ and African Arts,
" Crafts and Fabrics

« African Baskets and Beads
e French and African Fabrics
* French Pottery

&=« Fine Antiques
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+ 178 Hillsboro Street, Pittsboro

Incredible
Variety!

Integrated
Water
Strategies

L

Creating water
reclamation
systems that

e Save water
e Protect the watershed
» Grow gardens

* Provide irrigation during
times of drought

1434 Farrington Road
Suite 600, Apex
919.367.8565

www.waterrecycling.com



