NOVEMBER 2008

Bynum’s

The area was not only beautiful

CHatHaM'S but the sometimes troubled waters
HiStoricaL of the river provided irrigation,
Heritase fish and a potential to be har-

nessed for a mill

Luke eventually had eight chil-
dren and the expanding family not
only farmed much of the sur-
rounding area but also operated a
grist mill on the Haw River. The

by Fred J. Vatter

A tranquil scene unfolded before
my eyes as | looked downstream from
my perch on Bynum’s bridge. The

CHatHaM CouNty LiNe 5

bridges over troubled waters

. sold the covered bridge to
Chatham County for five dollars.
The old bridge continued in
service until 1922 when it was
replaced by a reinforced concrete
deck girder bridge. The new
bridge was made necessary by
the advent of the automobile
age. By today’s standards it
would be considered only one
and a half lanes wide, but then

early morning sun illuminated the rip-
ples and swirls formed by the rain
swollen Haw River as it passed over
the countless rocks in its bed. One
rock held a Great Blue Heron, a silent
sentinel watching over his fishing
ground.

It was easy to understand why
Luke Bynum purchased land and set-
tled here at the confluence of the
Haw and Pokeberry Creek in 1779.

family also constructed a long cov-
ered bridge near the mill to
improve access to it for the farm-
ers who delivered corn and wheat by
the wagonload.

The bridge had sturdy masonry
piers and served the growing Bynum
community for many years. In April
1883 severe flooding on the Haw
River destroyed or badly damaged
other bridges in Chatham, but

Weeds surround an abandoned store in Bynum.
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vehicles were lighter and nar-
rower.
Back in 1872 Luther and Carney
Bynum had founded a cotton mill in

Bynum’s bridge held firm. For some
time afterward it was the only way to
cross the river. Four years later, in
1887, Luke’s grandson Carney Bynum
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Win big in BB&I'S
Home for the Holidays sweepstakes

BB&I

for the holidays

LOBBY: Mon-Thu 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

on number of entries received. Subject to additional restrictions contained in Official Rules, available at BB&T Pittsboro.

BB&T PITTSBORO FINANCIAL CENTER LOCATED AT 44 POWELL PLACE

November 1 through November 30, enter to win our Home for the Holidays Sweepstakes.*
For every deposit account opened, you will receive 5 extra entries into the Home for Holidays Sweepstakes.

B One Grand prize - Two first class, round trip tickets for anywhere in the continental U.S. to or from Raleigh, NC

B First Prize - $200 BB&T VISA Gift Card for holiday shopping
B Second Prize - $100 BB&T VISA Gift Card for holiday shopping

Stop by to register today. Visit us at 44 Powell Place or call (919) 542-5013.

DRIVE THRU: Mon-Thu 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Fri 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

*NO PUREHASE NEDESSARV APURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING. Deposit entry in the receptacle provided at BB&T Pittsboro located at 44 Powell Place, Pittsboro, NC no later than November 30 when the sweepstakes ends. Limit one entry per person. For any deposit account opened, client will receive 5 extra entries into the
No r entries accepted. BB&T Pittshoro (“Sponsor”) is not responsible for lost, late or misdirected entries. Open to residents in all 50 states and DC, 18 years or age or older. A random drawing will be held on or about December 3rd. Winners will be notified by mail. A substitute of prize may be BB&T VISA Gift Cards of
equal or lesser value if not travel is available or needed. Prizes: Two first class round trip tickets anywhere in the continental U.S. for or from Raleigh, NC for the holidays (AVR $1,200) First Prize - $200 BB&T VISA Gift Card Second Prize - $100 BB&T VISA Gift card. All prizes will be awarded. No purchase necessary to enter sweeps. 0dds of winning depend




