
By Don Lein

It’s a tossup whether the big story
of 2008 will be what happened in pol-
itics or what happened to the main-
stream media.  It’s eye-opening but
somewhat painful to see the Gray
Lady that I used to read faithfully on
my commute to work lose the last
faint vestiges of objectivity it hereto-
fore possessed and feature a half
dozen hit pieces on the same candi-
date in one weekend.  It is equally
painful to see what Newton Minow
once characterized as a “vast waste-

land” deteriorating further with
Charlie Gibson castigating a candidate
because she couldn’t read his rather
vacuous mind.  It
is also interesting
to note that the
local organ featured hit pieces on the
same candidate while leaving the
shenanigans of the Governor, his wife
and the myopic attorney general
alone.  On to the good stuff…

National Elections
In one of the more unscripted com-

ments by Barack Obama, he commis-

erated with the Iowa farmers by saying
“Anybody gone into Whole Foods late-
ly and see what they charge for arugu-
la?”  He certainly knows how to reach
out to us common folk.  His running
mate was also very candid when he
told a group of North Carolina voters
that “Electing a Black will be very
transformative.” Indeed it might, but
for better or worse?  Former
Democratic Vice Presidential candidate
Geraldine Ferraro has indicated that
the only reason he was nominated was
because he is black.  Will the campaign
get beyond this?  Is there anything
beyond this?  Clearly 70 percent of
people in polls want real off-shore
drilling, others want tax cuts to stimu-
late the economy – will they be heard,
or will we simply be asked whether we
wish to assuage our collective guilt —
shades of Shelby Steele?  In actuality, if
Obama’s projected ultra-left policies
and their consequences were clearly
articulated and understood, he would
lose in a landslide — so superficiality
and attack ads will reign.

State Politics
It’s difficult to focus on the candi-

dates while the Katzenjammer Kids,
Easley and Cooper, engage in pure
theater.  The rest of the country was
suffering from Ike, but we had to suf-
fer while Mike and Ol’ Roy were
rewriting the law of supply and
demand and the role of prices in that
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Why settle for less than happiness?

Manage stress and enjoy life!

Betty W. Phillips
PhD, Psychologist

Counseling and 
Life Coaching

Forest Garden Office, Chatham County

(919) 967-1860

www.BettyPhillipsPsychology.com

expanded local 

hours!

OPINION

A BALANCED SOLUTION FOR THE FUTURE.

At Progress Energy, we’re using innovative and environmentally responsible solutions to 

meet our area’s growing energy needs. We are expanding our energy-efficiency programs 

to help you save energy and money. We are supporting advanced technologies like solar 

power and plants fueled by vegetation waste. We are investing in existing power plants 

to ensure their safe, efficient operation while assessing the need for new plants and 

better ways to get electricity to you. The result is clean, reliable, affordable power – for 

today and tomorrow. To learn more about our bright thinking, visit progress-energy.com.

©2008 Progress Energy Carolinas, Inc. and Progress Energy Florida, Inc.

& Black Bird Bar

GRAB ’N GO

CATERING

DINNER

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

BRUNCH

Chatham County’s favorite
cafe and music spot
is bigger and better

Twice as much dining space,
all new kitchen, bar, stage

and dance floor
M U R A L B Y E R I C K D AV I S

Off the Courthouse Circle, Historic Pittsboro
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Monday – Saturday & Sunday Brunch
For reservations, call 919-542-2432 or visit

www.thegeneralstorecafe.com

Come for dinner, music and dancing

POLITICS CIRCA 2008

New Hope Valley Railway 
Experience a bit of North Carolina history!

Ride the famous New Hope Valley Railway!
FFor further information and directions:

TEL: 1-919-362-5416 WWEB: WWW.NHVRY.ORG
North Carolina Railroad Museum

5121 Daisey Street
Bonsal, NC 227562

Post Office Box 40
New Hill, NC 27562

FFares: $9.00 Adults - $6.00 Children
The New Hope Valley Railway is located off Old US1 in the

historic community of Bonsal, NC, on the border of Chatham
and Wake Counties, just ten miles south of downtown Apex.

TTRAINS OPERATE THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH
MAY THROUGH NOVEMBER

TRAINS AT: 11:00AM - 12:15PM - 1:30PM - 2:45PM - 4:00PM
HALLOWEEN TRAINS OPERATE LAST SATURDAY OF OCTOBER

TRAINS AT: 4:00PM - 5:15PM - 6:30PM - 7:45PM
SANTA TRAINS OPERATE BOTH SATURDAY AND SUNDAY THE

FIRST TWO WEEKENDS OF DECEMBER
TRAINS AT: 11:00AM - 12:15PM - 1:30PM - 2:45PM - 4:00PM

POLITICS continued on page 15.


