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Tuesday Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. at Best
Foods Cafeteria in Siler City. The
public is welcome to attend the meet-
ing. This meeting will be held the day
after Piedmont Biofuels hosts a vari-
ety of federal, state, and local officials
at their facility to celebrate the official
opening of its new biorefinery on
Monday, October 6 in Pittsboro.
Piedmont Biofuels is currently pro-
ducing over one million gallons annu-
ally of B-100 (pure biodiesel) made
from waste oil, chicken fat and other
feedstock. (Biodiesel is no longer just a
backyard brew as evidenced by Senator
Barack Obama’s references to biodiesel
during the first Presidential debate.)
What should citizens do? Be vigi-
lant and ensure that partisanship
does not stop effective leadership on
this issue in Raleigh and Washington.
For widespread adoption of solar
energy and the further development
of North Carolina’s developing
renewable energy economy it is
essential that the federal solar tax
credits be extended to eight years for
commercial and residential applica-
tions. This extension would also dou-
ble the cap on the residential tax
credit to $4,000 per installation.
Chatham County and North
Carolina are uniquely suited to cap-
ture a considerable amount of this
potential job growth in emerging
green industries. e only need the
vision and leadership to get there.

Randy Voller is Mayor of Pittsboro.
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opened in Briar Chapel in August,
and a Chatham County Schools mid-
dle school that will be able to accom-
modate 900 students and should
open two years from now.

Dianne Reed, executive director of
the Chatham County Economic
Development Corporation, described
Briar Chapel as “crystallized
Chatham.” She said that Briar Chapel
will help the county in myriad ways,
particularly the retail and office spaces.

“Nine percent of Chatham’s tax
base is commercial,” she said. “The
state average is 17 percent. Fifty-five
percent of Chatham citizens work in
other counties and 67 cents of every
dollar is spent elsewhere.”

Other speakers included Hal
Lowrance of Progress Energy, which
developed a residential energy effi-
ciency program offered at Briar
Chapel, and Harrell Rentz, principal
of Woods Charter School, who saw
his school’s enrollment jump by more
than 100 when they opened their
doors in Briar Chapel.

California-based Newland
Communities is the largest private-
ly owned developer of planned

communities in the United States,
with nearly 40 communities under-
way in 14 states.

Briar Chapel faced fierce opposi-
tion when it was first proposed.
Opponents feared it was so big that it
would change the character of the
county. After it was voted down,
many of the commissioners who
voted against it were voted out of
office later that year. Opponents cried
foul, alleging that Newland influenced
the election. Newland denied the alle-
gations.

The board that replaced them
approved Briar Chapel, along with
every other development that went
before it. The pro-development com-
missioners were subsequently voted
out of office.

Barron, who arrived at the same
time as the pro-development Board of
Commissioners in November 2002,
says he wanted to make sure Briar
Chapel was a good Chatham citizen,
awaiting the passage of the Land Use
Plan and following its provisions.
Barron instituted green building stan-
dards and other green components,
including cisterns to reuse rain water.

Julian Sereno is editor and publisher of
Chatham County Line.
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ASHEBORO

P TIE YARDS, INC.

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Shredded Hardwood Mulch « Pine Bark
Pine Straw < Top Soil = White Pea Gravel
-Brick Nuggets = Railroad Ties = Sand

NOW STOCKING SEASONED FIREWOOD

WE DELIVER!

205 Hanner Town Rd. = BEAR CREEK
(2 miles south of Bonlee on Old 421)

(919) 837-2822 JEr.

Triangle’s
largest
selection
of fine
estate
jewelry

yonball

JEWELERS ™

Full service jeweler since 1985 @ Four jewelers on site for custom and repairs
Graduate gemologist for appraisals ® Buy and sell estate jewelry

79 South Elliott Road, Chapel Hill ® 919-929-2580 e grimballjewelers.com

410 Market St.
Southern%lrilﬁg; 919-960-TOWN (8696)

Integrated
Water
Strategies

.

Creating water
reclamation
systems that

e Save water

e Protect the watershed
» Grow gardens

* Provide irrigation during
times of drought

1434 Farrington Road
Suite 600, Apex
919.367.8565

www.waterrecycling.com



