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Enjoy fall’s fine threads, but beware of snakes

By Ginny Gregory

The leaves are leaping off the
trees. They are brown and tired look-
ing. | suspect this dry end of summer
and beginning of fall has just taken
the oomph right
out of them. |
am hearing this
is going to be a
stellar year for
fall color in the
mountains ...
there is till time
for glory.

This is the
time of year
when | go for
walks with my Chloe dog and all of
nature catches my eye. There are
leaves suspended by threads whirling
in the air. What are those threads
anyway? | walk out the back door and
I am covered with a net of silkiness.
It’s those threads again. | go to take
my bucket of goodies to the compost
up the hill through the woods and the
threads have jumped all over me. |
gaze through my cedar arbor and
there is writing in the corners. It’s the
treads ... zig zaging, back and forth.
Spiders certainly have a way of getting
your attention don’t they?

My life in the garden keeps me on
my toes. | have this one weed that is
about to undo me. Al Cooke says it
sets seed every seven days. Great! I'll
get right on that. I can tell you, | am
way behind that schedule. It does not

matter how often | pull them or how
many people pull them... they are
every where. They rode in on some
plant last year and | am here to tell
you | am over it. As | was leaning
down to pull one of the 5 million in
my garden |
almost wrapped
my hand around
a tiny copper-
head snake. It
really did get my
attention. One
of my guys
“removed” the
snake and |
must say my
mind was no
longer on that blasted weed.

One month ago Chloe dog was
nosing around the sandbox in her
play area and the wild barking that
ensued set the alarm that she had
found a snake. It woke up, bit her on
the snout and since she had no inten-
tion of backing down (as no self-
respecting terrier would do) that
snake bit her again. | didn't know

whether to hit the snake or her. She
finally wound down like a wind up
toy running out of steam and | rushed
her to the vet. Her snout blew up like
a blimp and she really looked pitiful
and all I could think was... well, that
snake really got your attention.

So now what | am noticing is that
the wildness of summer is slowing
down. My limelight hydrangeas are
blushing pink. The deciduous holly
outside my writing window has finally
found a mate and for the very first
time in nine years it is filled with
orange/red berries. The leaves will yel-
low soon and fall off, really showing
off those berries. The beauty berries
are all presenting their purple arms
and the perennial begonia blossoms
have gone from pale pink to rice
paper lanterns swaying in the fall
breeze. | am trying to breathe in this
moment in time. The change is hap-
pening. The hosta leaves are turning
golden and the toad lily is just begin-
ning to bloom. One is going to bed as
the other is just showing up for the
party. The speed of the life cycle is
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really getting my attention. Garden
while you can. Walk the woods and
notice, because the next season is nip-
ping at our heels. Notice the moment.
Enjoy this glorious fall that is quickly
unveiling. And by all means ...
breathe.

Ginny Gregory is the owner and cre-
ative energy behind “Beyond The
Pail...Creating Gardens and Beyond.”
She is starting “Beyond The
Crate...Finding simplicity out of

chaos,” an organizing, de-cluttering,
down sizing business. Check out
www.beyondthepail.net
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